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CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 SAIGON 20057 281100Z 
21 14 

ACTION EA- 14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO DRC-01 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 

INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-10 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 SPC-03 

SS-20 USIA-15 ACDA-19 IO-14 OMB-01 AID-20 /147 W 

099873 

R 280932Z NOV 73 
FM AMEMBASSY SAIGON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9384 
CINCPAC 

CONFIDENTIAL SAIGON 20057 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MILL PINT, VS 

SUBJECT: MR3 PROVINCE CHIEF CHANGES 
CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

FOLLOWING SENT ACTION SAIGON FROM AMCONSUL BIEN HOA INFO 
AMCONSUL CAN THO AMCONSUL DA NANG AMCONSUL NHA TRANG USDAO 
SAIGON 27 NOV 73 REPEATED FOR YOUR ACTION 

QUOTE 

CONFIDENTIAL BIEN HOA 0614 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MILL PINT, VS 

SUB J : MR 3 PROVINCE CHIEF CHANGES 

REF: BIEN HOA 589, 594 

1. CHANGE OF COMMAND CEREMONIES TO INSTALL NEW PROVINCE CHIEFS 
TOOK PLACE MORNING OF NOV. 27 IN TAY NINH AND HAU NGHIA. COL. 
TRAN VAN TY IS NEW PROVINCE CHIEF IN TAY NINH. COL. TON THAT 
SOAN, A MARINE OFFICER, IS NEW HAU NGHIA PROVINCE CHIEF. 

2. COL. TRAN VAN TY IS NATIVE OF 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 SAIGON 20057 281100Z 

TAY NINH, BORN IN LONG CHU VILLAGE (BEN CAU AREA) FEB. 6, 1934. 
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ALTHOUGH TY IS NOT CAO DAI FOLLOWER, HE IS REPORTEDLY RELATED TO 
HIGH LEVEL CAO DAI AND HIS PRENTS MAY BE MEMBERS. 

3. ARVN 25TH DIVISION COMMANDER COL. NGUYEN HUU TOAN TOLD CONGEN 
POL OFF AT TAY NINH CHANGE OF COMMAND CEREMONY THAT HE HAS ALREADY 
REPLACED COMMANDERS OF 46TH AND 50TH REGIMENTS. NEW COMMANDERS 
ARE LTC CAO HUU NHUAN (46TH) AND LTC VU LO (50TH). MUCH TO CON 

OFF'S SURPRISE, COL. TOAN PRAISED PERFORMANCE OF COL. NGUYEN VAN 
THUA, COMMANDER OF 49TH REGIMENT BASED IN TAY NINH AND DISCOUNTED 
POSSIBILITY OF HIS TRANSFER. 

4. MOST RECENT RUMOR CONCERNING REPLACEMENT OF LONG KHANH PROVINCE 
CHIEF COL. TRUONG BY LTC TRAN VAN NGUYEN, FORMER BINH DUONG PROVINCE 
CHIEF, WAS EMPHATICALLY DENIED BY MR 3 CHIEF OF STAFF WHO 

ASSURED CONGEN POLITICAL OFFICER NO MORE CHANGES CONTEMPLATED IN 
IMMEDIATE FUTURE. COMMENT: PERSISTENT RUMORS OF REPLACEMENT OF 
LONG KHANH PROVINCE CHIEF OVER PAST FEW MONTHS HAVE REDUCED CURRENT 
INCUMBENT TO LAME DUCK. END COMMENT. 

BIRD 

END QUOTE 
MARTIN 



CONFIDENTIAL 
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